
Grants Application  
 

Application Details 

Fund Holehird Trust 18/19 (Groups) Application no 21304a 

Project cost £55,946.00 Amount 
requested 

£6,000.00 

Amount 
recommended 

£1,000.00 Grants Officer Ellen Clements 

 

Applicant Details 

Organisation New Hutton Institute 

Post Town 
 

KENDAL District South Lakeland 

Grant Priority 5 Index of Multiple 
Deprivation 

78 

Aims of the 
group 

New Hutton Village Institute built in 1928 is the centre and focal point for all of New 
Hutton Parish. The elected committee are responsible for the running, maintenance 
and hire of the Hall. The hall is the social hub of the village providing a venue for local 
groups and clubs meeting in a warm and convivial environment. The Village Hall 
committee organises many events to form a social framework for village residents and 
friends beyond as well as providing a fundraising income to cover running costs 

 

Previous Funding Details 

No. of grant 
applications 

2 
 

No. of 
approved 
grants 

0 Total Amount 
Awarded 

£0.00 

   

Project Details 

Project title New Kitchen 

Project detail The current major project is to replace the existing kitchen with a purpose-built 
extended building to include all the necessary facilities required of a modern village 
hall kitchen and most importantly to meet all Health & Safety and Food Hygiene 
regulation/standards.  To fit the new kitchen with the necessary equipment, work 
surfaces and range of appliances that are needed for catering for all user groups. 
Decorate and lay an appropriate floor and wall covering for a busy kitchen area. 
Phase 1 of the project is to completely demolish the existing kitchen and rebuild a 
larger kitchen to current building regulation standards, to include new drainage and 
damp proof course; this will eliminate the current damp problems caused by the rear 
wall of the present kitchen being in the main below ground level. 
Phase 2 of the project is to fit out the new kitchen to comprise kitchen units, worktop 
preparation areas and storage; instant hot water, refrigeration, dishwasher, catering 
size cooker and oven. 
Phase 3 of the project is to lay the appropriate floor covering and decorate both 
internally and externally 

Need In the New Hutton Village plan of 2011, written by the Parish Council it states that a 
new kitchen would hugely benefit the village hall and residents of the parish. 
The Village Hall Committee conducted a Survey in 2018 where residents were asked 
to complete a short questionnaire but also give their thoughts and views on what they 
thought the village hall needed to make an attractive venue together with events they 
would like to attend.  62 surveys were completed and returned a total of 46% of 
households responding representing 155 people (44% of parishioners). 
The following statement was asked: 
The village hall is indispensable to the wellbeing of the community" 
• Strongly Agree 83.87%  (52 responses) 
• Agree 16.13% (10 responses) 
• Disagree 0.00% (0 responses) 
• Strongly Disagree 0.00% (0 responses) 
The following was asked: 
Regarding the new kitchen do you feel the kitchen needs enlarging with up- graded 
facilities?” 
• Yes 93.55% (58 responses) 



• No 3.23% (2 responses) 
• Stay as it is 3.23% (2 responses) 
Many comments were made but this one summarises - 
• The kitchen is in desperate need of refurbishment if not total replacement and 
could even infringe Health & Safety Regulation. The kitchen is an essential facility to 
use of the public hall and must be seen as meeting Food Hygiene standards if regular 
continued use of the only village public venue is to continue; the updating of this vital 
facility has now become more than urgent! 
The survey clearly showed that parishioners thought the building of a new kitchen was 
much need and had the backing of nearly every response. The full survey results are 
available upon request. 

Disadvantage New Hutton is a rural parish with many scattered properties located east of Kendal 
comprising of 135 households and approximately 350 residents. Residents can be 
isolated and disadvantaged because of the remoteness, narrow roads/lanes and lack 
of the many amenities and activities taken for granted in larger villages and towns.   
The village hall is the only public building in the vicinity and is without doubt the social 
hub and meeting place of the community.  There are no shops, post office or village 
pub but an attractive church not the venue for many social gatherings and not easily 
accessed particularly by the disabled.  The village has an extremely limited bus 
service running from Kendal to Sedbergh and return. There are a small number of 
houses that make up the village centre (16) the rest are spread throughout the parish 
made up of scattered farms and in some cases farm building conversions hence ‘a 
centre’ is vital if the community is to survive and thrive.  

Benefits The proposed new kitchen will be much larger, incorporating damp proof course(s) as 
recently approved by Planning Application SL/2017/0451   To meet current Food 
Hygiene Regulation and suggested kitchen layout, the planned range of new 
appliances and work surfaces will make for a much more pleasant user friendly 
working space, give a larger preparation area and be much easier to clean.   
Responding to the 2018 village survey, user groups, parishioners and interested 
individual personnel said they would use the hall much more if a new modern 
equipped kitchen was a facility when hiring the hall for an event or function.  The 
Committee also plan to hold a wider range of events to encourage new residents to 
the village to come along, join-in and get to know longer term residents. 

Measure With a new modern kitchen and appliances the village hall would become an attractive 
welcoming venue. Our Booking Register, with scale of rental fee would record rental 
details as name of group/organiser, times (from/to) of reservation, numbers attending 
(fire evacuation policy) relevant contact detail and the usual ‘feedback’ comment form.  
Hopefully many will benefit from this vastly improved village hall leading to a wider 
interest of groups/families/organisations further afield.  It is also hoped to create a 
web-page to make advertising and reservation easier with a respective spreadsheet 
for recording detail.  All the information would be available for inspection/audit and 
would be reported at Village Hall Committee meetings throughout the year. We wish to 
engage and encourage those more recent residents of the village to interact with 
those living in the parish for a longer time. Once the kitchen is built it is hoped to run 
regular themed culinary events in the hall, as supported in the 2018 survey of 
parishioners and users. 
It will also improve the service we offer to current users 

After funding 
ends 

The project is a one of capital expenditure with the intention of creating a venue that is 
warm, attractive, user friendly and appeals to a wide range of 
organisations/groups/families to include the ‘local’ primary school based in Old Hutton.  
With an increased hall usage and income the Village Hall Committee will look to once 
again improve the main hall and smaller meeting room at the rear of the hall. 

No of 
beneficiaries 

350 No of volunteers 25 

  

Expenditure 

Capital costs: £2,000.00 
New Hutton Institute New Kitchen Budget 
Demolish & rebuild kitchen    £32,140 
Fit kitchen and appliances     £18,720 

 
10% contingency and extra   £  5,086 
 
                                     Total £55,946 

 



Income 

Amount of 
funding raised 
so far 

£14,000.00 Over the past 5 years we have raised 2013-£1667, 2014-
£4347, 2015-£1546, 2016-3819, 2017-£2052. Fundraising 
events include Local Band Nights, Tribute Acts, Dances, 
Running the Bar, Raffles, Social Evenings 

Applying 
Elsewhere 

Yes Gateway Community Funding £500, SLDC Locally Important 
Projects LIPS £10,000, Hadfield Trust £5,000 

  

Assessment 

Assessor’s 
comments  

New Hutton is a scattered rural settlement about three miles east of Kendal. Apart 
from a church this is the only community building for the village.  The building is hired 
out for concerts, dances, games/cards evenings, coffee mornings, lunches, teas and 
dinner parties, craft fairs, indoor bowling, dance classes and computer training, and 
can also be used for private functions.  A usable kitchen is essential for the future 
hiring out of the hall.  
The full project which will be completed in stages is to demolish and rebuild the 
kitchen area with a total project cost of £55,946.  The village have completed a lot of 
fundraising through events and have raised £14,000, they will apply to funders for the 
remaining costs.  
 
This application will also go to one of our other funds to help towards the project costs. 
Recommend a contribution 

 


